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Background 

The Centre for Public Scrutiny (CfPS) is a small charity that focuses primarily on 
scrutiny, accountability and good governance, in both the public sector and amongst 
those people and organisations that deliver publicly-funded services.   

It has established the following four core principles to help people understand the 
most important qualities of scrutiny and accountability: 

1. constructive ‘critical friend’ challenge 

2. amplifies the voices and concerns of the public 

3. led by independent people who take responsibility for their role 

4. drives improvement in public services.  

Funding has been allocated by the Department of Work and Pensions to CfPS and 
Local Government Group to support local authorities to take forward the 
Government’s vision of an active ageing society.  In particular, CfPS has been 
funded to provide support to local authority overview and scrutiny initiatives that 
promote ageing well.  The project recognises that overview and scrutiny committees 
can be a powerful force for improvement and innovation at local level and it aims to: 

 raise awareness of the needs of an ageing society and the implications for the 
future planning and delivery of public services 

 develop the understanding of overview and scrutiny committees around the 
valuable contribution they can make at local level to the future planning and 
delivery of services in the context of an ageing society  

 encourage overview and scrutiny committees to undertake reviews about the 
implications of an ageing society in their areas and to make recommendations 
for change and improvement  

The funding must be used by the end of January 2012 and a report summarising the 
outcomes from individual projects will be produced by the end of March 2012. 

Northampton BC has been allocated 3 days support by Brenda Cook, an Expert 
Adviser with the CfPS, to support the Independent Living Strategy Review.  Brenda 
is also supporting a number of other local authorities, at district, county and unitary 
levels as part of the programme and will share this experience with the members of 
the Scrutiny Panel.  These include two local authorities that are using scrutiny to 
consider whether their areas are a good place to grow old, supporting a review 
scrutinising dementia care, and a review considering the council’s role in supporting 
volunteering across generations. 



 

 

Using the support in Northampton 

It has been agreed that the support from CfPS will used as follows: 

 Health check on the Scope of the Review 

 Undertaking  `critical friend role’  on the style of the Review and whether there 
are better ways of doing aspects of it 

 GAP analysis and provide suggestions for inclusion in Northampton’s Scrutiny 
Review 

 Supporting the Chair to obtain quality responses from the expert witnesses.   

These will be discussed at the meeting on 7th December and observations will be 
made about how the review might be developed. 

 

Brenda Cook 
Centre for Public Scrutiny 


	Funding has been allocated by the Department of Work and Pensions to CfPS and Local Government Group to support local authorities to take forward the Government’s vision of an active ageing society.  In particular, CfPS has been funded to provide supp...

